
T H E  S T O R Y

There is a particular kind of grief that comes not from losing something,
but from choosing to destroy it yourself.

Jean-Guy Roy built Federal Lights the way most people build the things they love — slowly, stubbornly, and
with more of himself than was probably wise. Out of Winnipeg, the band carved a sound and a following that
crossed oceans. They toured Germany. They made records that mattered. They stood on stages in cities that
had no reason to care and made them care.

By any honest measure, it was working. But the gap between what something is and what you need it to be can
become its own kind of torment. Somewhere along the way, the distance became too heavy to carry.

So, he did what people do when they can't live with something they love: he tried to erase it. Social media
accounts, gone. The digital footprint of years, deleted. The quiet, deliberate burial of a project he had given a
significant piece of his life to.

It didn't work.

"You cannot delete the part of yourself that needs to make music any more than you can
delete a lung."

What Roy found, in the silence after the burial, was not relief. It was just absence. And eventually, absence
asks you a question: now what?

Roy called the band back together to write an album about that experience — of building something, tearing it
down, and choosing to build again. That album is Celebration of Failure.

Federal Lights is not dead.
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Celebration
of Failure
Nine songs about building something, burning it down, and finding out what survives the fire. Celebration of
Failure is Federal Lights at their most emotionally unguarded — cinematic, confessional, and stubbornly alive.

▶  Apple Music ▶  Spotify

01 Say Anything
Manchester Orchestra · Band of Horses

A driving indie rock song with lyrics of desperation and want. The battleground sits somewhere between faith and faithlessness.

02 Dying to Meet You
The National · Pink Floyd

A slow-burn track about obsession and the desire to be accepted by the ones who hurt you — and the revelation that comes with
recognising that.

03 Safest Place to Be
Queen · Arcade Fire

An anthemic indie rock song about the depression that follows failure and the seductive ease of falling into false safety and self-
pity.

04 Two Rivers / Out to Sea
Andy Shauf · Donovan

A spatial folk song — an undying love letter to Winnipeg, its rivers, its history, and its secrets. Everything washes out in the end.

05 Evaporated Ones (Johatsu)
Brian Eno · Radiohead

An electronic spacescape of droning synths. A man trying desperately to escape himself — the desire to dissolve and be reborn.

06 Night Movers
Spoon · The Walkmen · Matt Mayes

A moody Canadiana indie rock song. A man escaping into the Canadian Shield, taking penitence for the people he knowingly hurt.

07 Empty Vessel
Frightened Rabbit · Stereophonics · Sigur Ros

A dark synth-rock song about defeat — understanding how you got here, and reconciling the compromises life demanded of you.

08 Celebration of Failure
Perfume Genius · Radiohead · Peaky Blinders

Symphonic and cinematic. Wrestling with desires — which we pursue, which we hide, and which we deny. The consequences
always emerge.

09 All Lights
Low · Father John Misty · Arcade Fire

An indie piano ballad about the complications of relationships. Love is always a choice and never just a chemical reaction.

P R E S S

Direct-Actu
Federal Lights - Safest Place to Be

direct-actu.fr

Zone Nights
12 Lanzamientos independientes

zonenights.com

Apple Podcasts
Federal Lights Return After 10-Year Hiatus

podcasts.apple.com

R+ Magazine
Safest Place to Be

rmas.mx

Winnipeg Free Press
Time to Turn Lights Back On

winnipegfreepress.com

Threads
Social post — @titsupontyne

threads.com

Bluesky
Social post — @titsupontyne

bsky.app

Last Day Deaf
Listening Now: Federal Lights - Safest
Place to Be

lastdaydeaf.com

We Love That Sound
Federal Lights - Safest Place to Be

welovethat.de

Tinnitist
Federal Lights Gear Up For Celebration of
Failure

tinnitist.com

Voxwave Magazine
After the Silence: Federal Lights Return

voxwavemag.com

BuzzSlayers
A Rock Record That Thinks Differently

buzzslayers.com

Music Life Magazine
Federal Lights Releases New Album

musiclifemagazine.net
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New Album: Celebration of Failure

Chris Gaudry
D R U M S

Jodi Roy
K E Y S

Robert Mitchell
B A S S

https://music.apple.com/ca/album/celebration-of-failure/6771305970
https://open.spotify.com/album/7GRrpa2Yxwvi0KBrfLgAqd
https://direct-actu.fr/2026/06/30/federal-lights-safest-place-to-be/
https://www.zonenights.com/2026/06/12-lanzamientos-musica-independiente/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/federal-lights-return-after-10-year-hiatus/id1868068990?i=1000773443733
https://rmas.mx/2026/06/19/federal-lights-safest-place-to-be-la-peligrosa-comodidad-de-permanecer-en-la-tristeza/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/2026/06/19/time-to-turn-lights-back-on
https://www.threads.com/@titsupontyne/post/DZxNCCDAhuR
https://bsky.app/profile/titsupontyne.bsky.social/post/3mongpdsxnc2r
https://lastdaydeaf.com/listening-now-federal-lights-safest-place-to-be/
https://www.welovethat.de/2026/federal-lights-safest-place-to-be/
https://tinnitist.com/2026/06/15/federal-lights-gear-up-for-celebration-of-failure/
https://voxwavemag.com/2026/06/19/after-the-silence-federal-lights-return-with-celebration-of-failure/
https://www.buzzslayers.com/post/federal-lights-deliver-a-rock-record-that-thinks-differently
https://www.musiclifemagazine.net/federal-lights-releases-new-album-celebration-of-failure/
https://www.federallights.org/
https://open.spotify.com/artist/0nXSkqizmm4R3mw67hlBYQ
https://music.apple.com/ca/artist/federal-lights/494162943
https://www.instagram.com/federallights
https://www.facebook.com/federallights
https://www.youtube.com/@federallights
https://www.federallights.org/media-pics
mailto:federallights@gmail.com

